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Abstract: Mahaprabhu Sri Chaitanyadeva embodied the spirit of Bhakti and
transformed Bengal’s religious and cultural landscape in the fifteenth—sixteenth
century. His Vaishnavism rejected caste-based hierarchy and sectarianism, pro-
moting an inclusive path of devotion. In a society divided by rigid social norms,
Chaitanya’s liberal approach empowered marginalized communities and made
spiritual practice accessible to all. His neo-Vaishnava philosophy differed from
earlier traditions and inspired a mass movement. Bengali literature flourished un-
der his influence, with most sixteenth—seventeenth century poets belonging to the
Vaishnava tradition. The first Kheturi Mahotsav marked a milestone, introducing
Gaurachandrika in Leela-kirtan. Biographical and theological texts of Gaudiya
Vaishnavism enriched Bengal’s devotional aesthetics. Chaitanya’s legacy shaped
Bengali identity for centuries, blending spiritual egalitarianism with literary excel-
lence.
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“The inscription does not refer itself to the reign of any king, and is not
dated; but, on palaeographical grounds, it may be allotted to the end of the
fourth, or the beginning of the fifth century A.D. It is a Vaishnava inscrip-
tion; and the object of it is to record the making, by an Acharya named So-
matrata, of two reservoirs and a house for the use of the God Vishnu under
the name of Bhagbat or the Divine One.””
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